Oswaldo Ignacio Morales Patifio
1898-1978

A Memoir
By Fernando Royo Guardia

The 17th of June, Dr. Oswaldo Morales Patifio died of a heart ailment in Key
West, Florida. He was botn on the 6th of September, 1898, in Havana, Cuba,
and had been prominent in many fields of scholarship.

Morales Patifio studied in the School of Medicine of Havana University, com-
pleted his M.D. (1922) with brilliant grades, and was named a Distinguished
Alumnus. In his professional career as a medical doctor he attained great
prestige and honor.

A man of strong character, of firm convictions, frank, sincere, and loyal to
his principles of lofty morality and compassion for his fellow man, he knew
always how to uphold truth and justice in every moment, facing squately (at
times in blunt confrontations) the legions of pseudo-science, and the vain ef-
forts of they who place their personal goals above what is just, legal, and
humane.

A good fencer and accurate marksman, Morales Patifio won many prizes in
competitive tests. Needless to say, he was proficient in the hunt.

He dedicated much of his time to archaeology, founding the Grupo E:-
nolégico Guamdé (with the assistance of René Herrera Fritot and myself) in
1942. The Grupo united a whole generation of Cuban archaeologists, and
sponsored a Museum which was both visited and praised often by archaeologists
and other personages, Cuban and foreign. Outstanding in the Museum were its
methodic presentation of displays, and the systematics used for the classifica-
tion of artifacts.

Morales Patifio was President of the Junta Nacional de Arqueologia y Et-
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nologia from 1948 to 1952, shaking it out of inertia and transforming it into an
active organization whose contributions to knowledge were spread widely
throughout the museums, libraries, and universities of the Americas and
Europe, with its excellent Revista, which he himself edited.

Ever active, Morales Patifio convened the Mesz Redonda de Arquedlogos del
Caribe (1950) in order to standardize the archaeological nomenclature of the
time, and determine the methods to be used in the study of precolumbian
peoples and cultures of the Catibbean area.

As a result of the Mesa Redonda, an expedition of Cuban archaeologists was
organized to investigate several of the Caribbedn islands and, at the same time,
to establish relations with the archaeologists and institutions of those islands so
as to expedite future archaeological and ethnographic work in them. The ex-
pedition was led by Morales Patifio, and it visited and explored Jamaica, Haiti,
Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands during 1951.

Morales Patifio was not limited to Caribbean prehistoric cultures: he did ar-
chaeological work also in Florida, Mexico, Guatemala, Honduras, and
Venezuela, everywhere making valuable contributions and discrediting
fallacious theories. His papers on abotiginal West Indian religions and
shamanism in the New World are noteworthy.

A sordid campaign initiated by Communists (who wete beginning to seize all
scientific and cultural centers in Cuba at the time) forced him to resign as Presi-
dent of the Junta in 1952. Morales Patifio belonged to numerous and
prestigious scientific corporations, and always did his utmost to support them
with his enthusiasm and his widely acclaimed intellectual contributions.

In recent months, he was writing a book on cave art, which, regrettably, re-
mains unfinished. Rest well, good ftiend!



The Anthropological Bibliography
of Oswaldo Ignacio Morales Patifio (1898-1978)

By Alfredo E. Figueredo

Oswaldo Ignacio Morales Patifio was one of the leading West Indian ar-
chaeologists. It is customary, upon the death of a prominent scholar, to publish
his professional bibliography. By default, this Journa/ has inherited all of West
Indian archaeology, and with it, the obligation to serve and the privilege to
lead.

The written word is rarely heeded in our vapid age, so we need not complain
that the bulk of the literature cited is in Spanish: a soul hardy enough to effect
a passage from cover to cover of this issue unscathed, can muster also the
courage to learn another tongue. We deal with but a few, alas!, and in these,
motivation (at least) will not be lacking.

Why read these entries? One is tempted to say solely because they exist, but,
if mote reason be sought, then add that one may gain enjoyment, undetstan-
ding, and comfort in these titles (if the three are not the same). To be
pedestrian, here are paths that have been trod: they may help us lumbet on.

A simpler age of fewer people and more frugality issued most of these works
in short runs with bad paper. The attrition they suffer at the hands of heirs,
librarians, and undergraduates is to be pondered. One is tempted to ask the
government of Cuba to let bygones be bygones and publish the collection in
mote durable form, before the process of destruction (already well underway)
blanks out more of our collective mind.

Six years ago, I could have done a worse job than this, and thought better of
it. Then my (scuttled) bibliography of West Indian archaeology was in galley
proofs, and I could have cited pethaps even more entries, most of which I
would not have seen. It seems clear now that many of the entries in my
erstwhile bibliography (cheerfully pirated from many sources) could never have
been seen, as they do not exist. Generations of copyists have driven error into
the realm of fantasy!

I have seen most of the entries listed here, and taken the full notation
myself. When I have not seen an entry, I have followed some sensible courses of
action: 1) the source for the reference is cited; or, 2) an asterisk (*) denotes that
it may exist in MS only, though it most likely is published in some form; or, 3) I
have left it out altogether.

Inestimable help has been provided by the widow of our scholar, Isabel Salas
de Morales Patifio, in the way of a Curriculum vitae containing a list of publica-
tions rather cleatly cited chiefly from memoty. It has assisted in organizing the
entries, and has provided indispensable evidence for the existence
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of completed MSS and duplicate imprints (‘folletos’). With regard to the lat-
tet, the batbaric custom these days of throwing away offprints and other pam-
phlets has hindered checking these sources directly.

Excluded from this compilation are films, book reviews, and translation (in-
cluding those in anthropology); also, all newspaper atticles whatever, and the
many titles on folklore, hygiene, medicine (exceps ethnomedicine), and
sociology. History has been included, for to Morales Patifio it was always
ethnohistory and/or colonial archaeology.

There are 79 works in all, 56 (71%) of which are published, and 23 are in
MSS; 89% of all publications (50 titles) fall within the years 1942-1952; 80%
of all publications (45 titles) are authoted singly, the balance (11 titles) being
co-authored; 95% of all MSS (22, all but one) are authored singly, while 5%
(one!) is co-authored.

Wete one to break down the titles into categories dictated by a broad com-
mon sense (just shy of nonsense), the following table is a caticature for impres-
sionistic assessment:

13 historical narratives (7 MSS), 9 archaeological typologies (IMS), 9 notes on current archaeological
work, 7 local archaeological reports (2 MSS), 6 works on Mesoamerican archaeology (1 MS), 5 works
on aboriginal religion, 4 works on historical atchacology (1 MS), 4 reports on archacological museums
and private collections, 3 works on archaeological methods (2 MSS), 3 biographical works (1 MS), 2
archacological vocabularies, 2 expedition reports, 2 professional obituaries, 2 novels (1 MS) which in-
clude information of archaeological interest, 2 MSS on aboriginal West Indian medicine, 2 MSS on
aboriginal West Indian cave art, 2 MSS research proposals, 1 work on Peruvian archaeology, and 1 M$
on aboriginal West Indian ethnozoslogy.

Those who have come thus far without faltering will do well to travel widely
and read these works in their entitety. I have read the greater part, and feel the
better for it.

1937 Investigaciones Arqueoldgicas en Cienfuegos. Revista Bimestre Cubana, vol. XL, 2.do semestre,
pp. [306]-309. Habana.

[23.2 em.

1939 Dos Ensayos Arqueologicos. Estudios de Investigacién Cientifica. Habana: Cultural, S.A.
(6) 7-46 p.

[22 cm.

{pp. 9-18: ‘Investigaciones Arqueoldgicas en Cienfuegos', same as 1937 except for the plates on pp.
[11]-[12], 14-15, and 17 (the earlier version was published without illustrations); pp. [19]-46: ‘Notas
y Observaciones sobre *'El Tlachtli'" (Juego de Pelota)’, deals with the Mexican ball game}
19422 Exploraciones arqueolégicas en las zonas de Cantel y Camarioca, Provincia de Matanzas. Revista de
Arqueologia, Afio IV, n6ms. 7 y 8, pp. [7]-23. Habana.
[24.8 cm.
1942b  El “'Indio del Cajio’’: Como se crea una leyenda falsa y se establece una historia errénea. Revistz de
Argqueologia, Afio IV, ntms. 7 y 8, pp. [24]-28. Habana.
[24.8 cm.
1942c  Las olivas sonoras en México y en Cuba. Utilizacién de la Oliva reticularis. Memorias de la Sociedad
Cubana de Historia Natural ‘‘Felipe Poey’', vol. XVI, nam. 2, pp. 141-165, liminas 18-25. Habana.
[23.7 em.
1942d  Las olivas sonoras en México y en Cuba. Utilizacién de la Oliva reticularis. Contribucién del Grupo
Guamaé: Antropologia, Nam. 2,(4) 5-29 (1) (+8) p. Habana.
[23.7 cm.
{same as 1942c, but the plates are left unnumbered}
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1942¢  Cuadros sinépticos de las culturas indias de Cuba.
{from Curriculum vitae}
19432 Glosario terminolégico de arquelogia indocubana y clasificacién de ejemplares. Contribucién del
Grupo Guami: Antropologia, Nam. 3. Habana.
{taken from my student notes; I saw a copy which belonged to Irving Rouse}
1943b  La religion de los indigenas antillanos. (Con especial referencia a los de Cuba), Primer Congreso
Histérico Municipal Intetamericano: Actas y Documentos, pp. 292-356. Habana.
[21.5 cm.
1943¢  La religion de los indigenas antillanos. Primer Congreso Nacional de Historia: Trabajos Presentados,
vol. I, pp. [164)-166. Habana.
{23.9 cm.
{an abstract of 1943b}
1944 Los codices mexicanos y las culturas indigenas de México y Centro América, Ultra: Cultura Contem-
porinea, vol. XV, no. 93, pp. 284-285. Habana.
[22.4 cm.
{abstract of a lecture}
1945  La rebeldia de los indocubanos. Rectificaciones de hechos historicos. Revista Bimestre Cubana, vol.
LVI, Segundo semestre, pp. [97]-134. Habana.
{23.2 em.
19462 La mitica indoantillana del tabaco. Revista de Arqueologia y Etnologia, Segunda Epoca, Afio I, nam.
1, pp. [57]-88. Habana.
[25.6 cm.
1946b  Dos nuevos lugares indocubanos. Revisza de Arqueologia y Etnologia, Segunda Epoca, Afio I, nim.
1, pp. [89]-90. Habana.
[25.6 cm,
1946c  La mitica indoantillana del tabaco. Contribucién del Grupo Guami: Amtropologia, Nam. 6,
40 p.
{from Curriculum vitae, the same as 1946a; this article appeared a third time in the journal Tzbaco
for February of 1946, but I have been unable to locate a copy in the U.S.}
1946d  La Iglesia de Pipidn. Reviste de Arqueologia y Etnologia, Segunda Epoca, Afio I, nam. 3,
pp. [59]-68. Habana,
[25.6 cm,
1946e  Fallecimiento de George C. Vaillant. Revista de Argueologia y Etnologia, Segunda Epoca, Afio 1,
ndm. 3, p. 79. Habana.
[25.6 cm.
1946f  Esquema de Arqueologia Peruana y Resumen Comparativo de la Medicina del Antiguo Persi. Con-
ferencia en la Sociedad Lyceum, Diciembre.
{trom Curriculum vitae}
1947a  El emblema del Instituto Indigenista Cubano: Simbologia. América Indigena, vol. VII, no. 2,
pp. [172])-174. México.
[23 cm.
1947b  Fray Bartolomé de Las Casas. Revista Bimestre Cubana, vol. LX, no. 1, 2, y 3, pp. [5]-46. Habana.
[23.2 cm.
{also in 'folleto nidmero 13 del Grupo Guami—48 paginas, 1948’ —Curriculum vitae}
1947c  Arqueologia Cubana. Resumen de actividades durante el afio 1946. Exploraciones, Informes, Con-
venciones, Exhibiciones, Conferencias, Publicaciones. Revista de Arqueologia y Etnologia, Segunda
Epoca, Afio II, nam. 4-5, pp. [5]-54. Habana,

[25.6 cm.

1947d  Notas. Revista de Arqueologia y Etnologa, Segunda Epoca, Afio II, nam. 4-5, pp. [263)-264.
Habana.

[25.6 cm.

{contains 2 dbituaries: ‘Rafael Azcirate Rosell’, p. [263], and ‘Ignacio Avello’, p. 264}
19482 Los Mayas de Honduras y los Indigenas Antillanos Precolombinos. Tzunpame, Afio VII, Nos, VI y
VII, pp. [9]-40. San Salvador.
[23.9 cm.




1948b

1948¢

1948d

1949a

1949b

19502

1950b

1950¢

1951a

1951b

1951c

1951d

1951e

1951f

1952a

1952b

Arqueologia Cubana. Compendio cronolégico de actividades sobre Arqueologia y Etnologia durante
el afio 1947 en Cuba, Revista de Argueologia y Etnologia, Segunda Epoca, Aiio III, nims. 6-7, pp.
(5]-36. Habana.

[25.6 cr.
Ejemplares Gnicos y ejemplares escasos de la arqueologia indocubana en el Museo '‘Guama''. Revisza
de Arqueologia y Etnologia, Segunda Epoca, Afio IlI, ndms. 6-7, pp. [55]-90. Habana.

[25.6 cm,
{appeared without by-line; claimed in Caurriculum vitae}
La Coleccién Fornaguera, Revista de Arqueologia y Etnologia, Segunda Epoca, Afio III, ndms. 6-7,
pp- [99]-107. Habana.

[25.6 cm.
{appeared without by-line; claimed in Curriculum vitae}
Arqueologia Cubana. Resumen de actividades durante ¢l afio de 1948. Revista de Arqueologia y Et-
nologia, Segunda Epoca, Afio IV, nims, 8-9, pp. [5]-48. Habana.

[25.6 cm.
Guamuhaya. Estudio arqueoldgico de esta regién indocubana. Revisién del llamado ‘'Hombre del
Plutial'® {sic}. Revista de Arqueologia y Etnologia, Segunda Epoca, Afio IV, ndms. 8-9, pp.
[111]-174. Habana

[25.6 cm
{also in ‘folleto No. 15 del Grupo Guami'—Curriculum vitae}
Arqueologia Cubana, Relacion de Actividades Durante el Afio 1949. Revista de Arqueologia y Et-
nologia, Segunda Epoca, Afio V, ndms. 10-11, pp. [5]-34. Habana.

[25.6 cm.
Los mayas de Honduras y los indigenas antillanos precolombinos. Contribucion al estudio de los
posibles contactos ¢ influencias culturales entre los indigenas de las Antillas y los del Continente.
Revista de Arqueologia y Etnologia, Segunda Epoca, Afio V, ndms. 10-11, pp. [69]-100. Habana.

[25.6 cm.
{same as 1948a}
La antigiiedad de los asientos indocubanos. Revista de Argueologia y Etnologia, Segunda Epoca, Afio
V, nams. 10-11, pp. 115]-133. Habana.

[25.6 cm.
The Antillean Prehistoric Cultures. Conferencias en el Institute of Jamaica, Kingston, y en I'Institut
Frangais, Port-au-Prince, Junio 1951.
{from Curriculum vitae}
Cosculluela, Revista de Arqueologia y Etnologia, Segunda Epoca, Afio VI, nim. 12, pp. [16]-23.
Habana.

[25.6 cm.
Carlos de la Torre y Huerta. Revista de Arqueologia y Etnologia, Segunda Epoca, Afio VII {sic},
nGms. 13-14, pp. |5]-[7]. Habana.

[25.6 cm.
Arqueologfa Cubana. Relacion de actividades durante el afio 1950, Revista de Arqueologia y
Etnologia, Segunda Epoca, Afio VII {sic}, nams. 13-14, pp. [8]-35. Habana.

[25.6 cm.
{contains obituary ‘Juan Antonio Cosculluela’, p. [8]; see also 1951b}
Estudio comparativo del pendiente efigie de oro encontrado en Banes. Revista de Arqueologia y Ez-
nologia, Segunda Epoca, Ao VII {sic}, niims. 13-14, pp. [166]-227. Habana.

[25.6 cm.
Los indigenas en los primeros municipios cubanos. Revista de Arqueologia y Etnologia, Segunda
Epoca, Aifio VII {sic}, ndms. 13-14, pp. [368]-387. Habana.

[25.6 cm,
El médico-hechicero entre las tribus indoamericanas. Shamanismo y Behiquismo. Memzoria del V
Congreso Historico Municipal Interamericano, Tomo Primero, pp. [133]-147. Ciudad Trujillo.

[21.6 cm,
{also ‘en folleto'— Curriculum vitae}
Arqueologia Cubana. Relacién de actividades dutante el afio 1951. Revista de Arqueologia y
Etnologia, Segunda Epoca, Afio VII, ndms. 15-16, pp. |5]-30. Habana.

[25.6 cm.
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1952¢

1952d

1952e

1953

1977

MS

MS

MS
MS
MS

MS
MS
MS

MS
MS
MS
MS
MS
MS
MS
MS

MS
MS
MS
MS

MS
MS

¢Doénde estuvo la Encomnienda del Padre Las Casas? Revista de Arqueologia y Etnologia, Segunda
Epoca, Afio VII, niims. 15-16, pp. [239]-242. Habana.

[25.6 cm.
{also ‘en un folleto’—Curriculum vitae}
Los complejos o grupos culturales indocubanos. Revista de Arqueologia y Etnologia, Segunda Epoca,
Afio VII, nGms. 15-16, pp. [259]-267. Habana.

[25.6 cm.
{also ‘en un folleto’ —Curriculum vitae; 19512 may be no more than an English translation of this
same article}
Despedida. Revista de Arqueologia y Etnologia, Segunda Epoca, Afio VII, nams. 15-16, p. [423).
Habana,

[25.6 cm.
El capitin Chino, teniente cotonel Quirino Zamora: historia de un mambi en la Provincia de La
Habana. Cuadernos de Historia Habanera, no. 54, 135 p. Habana.

[23 cm.

{taken from The National Union Catalog}
La #4ltima salida de Don Quijote. Miami: Xerox Copy Center. [6] [1]-175, (2) { + 1] p.

[21.6 cm.
{a novel; 'Capitulo V', pp. 39-51, contains much privileged information regarding archaeological
personalities and publications}
Supervivencias indigenas en Cuba. Trabajo presentado al Cuarto Congreso Nacional de Historia. San-
tiago de Cuba, 1945.
Exploraciones arqueologicas en los aniiguos cacicazgos de Camagiiey y Sabaneque. Trabajo presen-
tado al Cuarto Congreso Nacional de Historia. Santiago de Cuba, 1945.
Discurso ante la Estela D (donde esti la tumba del arquedlogo Owens), en Copin, Honduras, 1946.
Los primeros sacerdotes y obispos de América. 1948.
Conceptos esenciales sobre la Prebistoria, Descubrimiento, Congquista, Colonizacion e Historia de los
Indocubanos. Trabajo presentado al Décimo Congteso Nacional de Historia. Habana, 1952.
Estudio de la Iglesia de Tapaste. n.d.
Proyecto para una exploracion arqueologica en las Antillas Menores. n.d.
Proyecto para una exploracion arqueologica revisando el recorrido de Colon por la costa sur de Cuba.
n.d.
Zonas y sitios arqueologicos de Cuba. n.d.
Significado del Arte Rupestre. n.d.
La Medicina Protobistérica de Cuba. n.d.
Los conocimientos médicos aplicados a los nirios por los indigenas cubanos. n.d.
E/ Arte de los Indocubanos. n.d.
Zoologia Aborigen. n.d.
Guanabo y el residuario perdido. n.d.
Historia de la Arqueologia Indoantillana. n.d.
{according to Curriculum vitae, of book-length}
El Juego de Baros. n.d.
Litoglifos y Litogramas de Cuba y el problema de la Cueva de Punta del Este en Isla de Pinos. n.d.
Maroguan. Relato sobre la época del hombre y el Megalocnus en las cavernas de Cuba. n.d.
{according to Curriculum vitae, a short novel with archaeological artifacts used as illustrations}
Las Bolas de Cristal que aparecen en las costas de Cuba, de otras islas antillanas y en la costa Atlintica
de /g Florida. n.d.
Study of a Raft at the East Martello Tower Museum, Key West, Florida. October 20, 1972,
Busca y comprobacion de la identidad de los restos de la poetisa y pintora cubana Juana Borrero en el
cementerio de Key West y Acta de Exhumacion. 26 de Noviembre, 1972,

Morales Patifio, Oswaldo, Juan Antonio Cosculluela, Fernando Royo Guardia & René Herrera Fritot

1951

Documentos base para discutir la unificacién de la terminologia arqueoldgica del Caribe. Reunién en
Mesa Redonda de Arquebdlogos del Caribe: Actas y Trabasos, pp. [23]-91. Habana.
[27 cm.
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Morales Patifio, Oswaldo, René Herrera Fritot, Fernando Royo Guardia, Aatonio Gonzilez Muiioz, Ignacio
Avello & Antonio Leiva
1947 **Cayo Ocampo’’: Historia de un Cayo. Estudio de una de las isletas de la bahia de Cienfuegos,
determinando el emplazamiento del poblado indio que encontraron los espafioles. Revista de Ar-
queologia y Etnologia, Segunda Epoca, Afo II, nam. 4-5, pp. {55]-123. Habana.
[25.6 cm.
Morales Patifio, Oswaldo, Orencio Miguel Alonse & Luis Cabrera Torrens
1950  Introduccién al estudio de los llamados pilones y motteros fijos. Boletin de Historia Natural, vol. 1,
no. 4, pp. 151-160. Habana.
[27.3 cm.
Morales Patifio, Oswaldo, & Roberto Pérez de Acevedo
1946  El periodo de transculturacién indo-hispanico. Revista de Arqueologia y Etnologia, Segunda Epoca,
Afio I, nam. 1, pp. [5]-36. Habana,
[25.6 cm.
{also ‘folleto No. 4, 35 pgs. del Grupos Guama' —Curriculum vitae}
Morales Patifio, Oswaldo, & Fernando Royo Guardia
1949  La Coleccién del Sr. Fernando Garcia y Grave de Peralta (Santiago de Cuba). Revista de Arqueologia
y Btnologia, Segunda Epoca, Afio IV, niims. 8-9, pp. [98]-110. Habana.
[25.6
1950  Informes sobre la Ciudad de Baracoa, que elevan a la Junta Nacional de Arqueologia y Etnologia para
su estudio y consideracion los comisionados doctores Oswaldo Morales Patifio y Fernando Royo Guar-
dia. Revista de Arqueologia y Etnologia, Segunda Epoca, Afio V, nams. 10-11, pp. [101]-113.
Habana.
{25.6 cm.
1978  The Cuban Scientific Expedition to the Virgin Islands (1951). Ttanslated and Annotated by Alfredo
E. Figueredo. Joumal of the Virgin Islands Archaeological Society, no. 5, pp. [17]-31. Frederiksted.
[21.5 cm.
{a partial translation of the entry below}
Morales Patifio, Oswaldo, Fernando Royo Guardia, Luis Cabrera Torrens, Leandro de Oda Urquijo & Justo
Salvador Cabrera
1952 La Expedicién Cientifica Cubana: Jamaica, Haitf, Puerto Rico e Islas Virgenes. Revista de
Arqueologia y Etnologia, Segunda Epoca, Afio VII, ndms, 15-16, pp. [93]-202. Habana.
[25.6 cm.
Morales Patifio, Oswaldo, René Herrera Fritot & Fernando Royo Guardia
MS  Los Estudios Prebistéricos en Cuba durante los primeros cincuenta afios de la Repiblica. 1952.
Herrera Fritot, René, Pedro Garcia Valdés & Oswaldo Morales Patifio
1942 Modelo de Catilogo. Revista de Arqueologia, Aho IV, nims. 7y 8, pp. [46]-70. Habana.
[24.8 cm.
Royo Guardia, Fernando, & Oswaldo Morales Patifio
1948  Coleccién *‘Félix Duarte’’, Bataban6, Provincia de La Habana. Revista de Arqueologia y Etnologia,
Segunda Epoca, Afio IIl, ntims. 6-7, pp. [91]-98. Habana.
[25.6 cm.
Royo Guatdia, Fernando, René Herrera Fritot & Oswaldo Morales Patifio
1951  Propucsta. Reuni6n en Mesa Redonda de Arquedlogos del Caribe: Actas y Trabajos, pp. [21]-22.
Habana.
[27 cm.
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