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THE CLIFTON PIER ROCKSHELTER,
NEW PROVIDENCE, BAHAMAS

By John H. Winter

Julian Granberry (1955: 140-143) reports that nine cave sites from New Pro-

vidence, Bahamas, have yielded archaeological material, although the exact

| location of most of these caves is no longer known. I was fortunate enough to
have been shown yet another such cave on New Providence by Mr. Pericles
Maillis, in August, 1977. The location of the cave is southwest of Clifton Pier,
codrdinates 25°00' N and 77°34’ W, and it faces toward the ocean some 15
meters from the water’s edge. The cave is divided into two sections. The front
section has a maximum depth of 5.01 metets and a maximum width of 5.53
meters. There are three pot-holes in the ceiling. The rear section is separated
from the front section by a narrow corridor and is 1.54 meters in diameter with
a pot-hole in the ceiling. No pictographs or petroglyphs were noticed on the
walls of the cave. The interior of the cave showed évidence of having been
disturbed.

As atchaeological evidence from the northern Bahamas is scarce, 1 decided to
dig two one meter by one meter test squares to see if any material remained in
the cave. Even though the cave had been disturbed, I excavated in arbitrary 10
centimeter levels, screening the earth through a ¥4 inch wire screen. From the
first square, two pottery sherds, fish and mammal remains were screened out.
The pottery shetds wete uncovered at depths of 9 cm. and 12 cm. Bedrock was
teached at 15.2 cm. The second square was dug into a circular pit area in the
cave. The bottom of the pit was reached at 70.1 cm. A complete conch shell
(Strombus gigas) with a circular hole opened at the apex (a characteristic techni-
que of the Indians of the Bahamas) was uncoveted at a depth of 22.9 cm. Six
fragments of pottery were found between 56-58 cm.’s depth.

As the unearthed material was probably disturbed prior to excavation, this
analysis will be based on the pottery and conch shell. The fish and mammal re-
mains will not be analyzed in this report.

The six pottery fragments from the second square are all shell-impregnated.
The outer surface is smooth and slightly polished. The outer surface varies in
color from orange-red to brown. The intetior surface is smooth and brown in
colot. The fragments are remnants from the body of a vessel. As for classifica-
tion of the fragments, they could fit either the San Salvador Plain Red variety
(Granberry 1952: 13), or the Palmetto Plain variety (Sears and Sullivan 1978:
12), depending on whose model one chooses.

The pottery fragments from the first square were rim sherds, which were
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also shell-impregnated, but grey in color. The outer surfaces were
smoothed, but contained incised decorations of diagonal parallel lines (figures
1 and 2). This decoration bears a close resemblance to the Meillacoid Series.
Again, depending on whose classification one chooses, one could call them San
Salvador Incised Red (Granberry 1952: 14), or Palmetto Punctate Incised (Sears
and Sullivan 1978: 13). The vessels from which the rims came were estimated to
have diameters of 12.7 ¢m. and 13.1 cm., respectively. Dissimilar vessel
fragments often can be associated in the same vessel (Winter 19782 and 1978b),
however, based on design, profile, and size, I believe that these two sherds
could also be from different vessels.

The conch shell from the cave was sent to the University of Georgia
Geachronology Laboratory for radiocarbon analysis. A reading of 80555
B.P.,or A.D. 1145+ 55 (UGa-1930) was given for the shell. This date precedes
the dates from the McKay site, Crooked Island, Bahamas, which average about
A.D. 1250 (Winter 1978b: 239).

Although the cave had been disturbed previously, it appears that some
useful information was retrieved regarding the habitation of the northern
Bahamas. It is believed that the shell-impregnated pottety styles, whether San
Salvador or Palmetto, were established between A.D. 900 and A.D. 1100, and
that this pottery style spread throughout the Bahamas reaching the northern
islands near the end of this time period or afterward (Sears and Sullivan 1978:
16; Granberry 1973: 32). It should be noted that the Meillacoid styles were in
existence in the Hispaniolan region between A.D. 800 and A.D. 1500 (Rouse
1964; Veloz Maggiolo e# a/. 1973), which should have allowed plenty of time
for a migration into the Bahamas. If 100 years were allowed for the migration of
Meillacoid influence, then the date given for the conch shell could be the date
when the incised rim sherds were in use at the cave near Clifton Pier. This
would then show that the Lucayans of the northern Bahamas were under
Meillacoid influence by A.D. 1145, and that perhaps even earlier influences or
occupations of the northern Bahamas may exist.
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ENTRANCE

1 ONE METER

FIGURE 1
Clifton Pier Rockshelter: Ground Plan

FIGURE 2
Rimsherds from Clifton Pier
1:1
Drawing by Jeffrey M. Gross.
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The Sale of Back Issues

Back issues of our Journal are available for sale only to members of the Socie-
ty in good standing, and reseatch or scholarly institutions which hold current
subscriptions to the Jowrnal; the price per copy of back issues in stock is $2.50
for individuals and $3.50 for institutions. Issues no. 1 (1974) and no. 2 (1975)
are out-of-print. Specialized institutional libraries may be allowed to purchase
complete sets of the Journal at the discretion of the Editor. Except in the case of
institutions unable to comply, all orders must be pre-paid in full.

Libraries may place orders through their agents, but bookdealers may not
purchase issues of the Journal from the Society for sale to third parties.

Congtess to be held on St. Kitts

The International Association for Caribbean Archeology announces that the
Eighth International Congress for the Study of Pre-Columbian Cultures of the
Lesser Antilles will be held by the Association at the Royal St. Kitts Hotel and
Country Club, 29 July to 4 August, 1979. Persons wishing to attend are en-
couraged to make early arrangements by writing to the Congress Chairman: R.
Chtistophet Goodwin, Department of Anthropology, Arizona State Universi-
ty, Tempe, Arizona 85281. Copies of the Proceedings of past Congtesses may
be ordered from the Centre de Recherches Caraibes, Université de Montréal,
C.P. 6128, Succursale A, Montréal, P.Q. Canada H3C 3J7.
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